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	7th Grade Persuasive Multiple Paragraph Essay Rubric

	
	4-Advanced
	3-Proficient
	2-Basic
	1-Below Basic
	Score

	Organization
	· Position/thesis statement accurately expresses the author’s position in a compelling way 

· Introduction paragraph includes a well-written projected plan

· The body paragraphs strongly support the position

· Arguments are clearly organized and presented in a logical order

· Thoughtful transitions clearly connect ideas

· Conclusion paragraph restates the thesis and includes convincing comments/ analysis.
	· Position/thesis statement that accurately expresses the author’s position

· Body of the paragraph supports the position

· Introduction paragraph includes projected plan

· Arguments are organized 

· Transitions clearly connect ideas

· Conclusion paragraph restates the thesis and attempts to include convincing comments/ analysis.
	· Attempts to write a Position/thesis statement that expresses the author’s position

· Body of the paragraph mostly supports the position

· Introduction paragraph attempts to include a projected plan

· Unclear organization of arguments 

· Transitions are present but not used effectively

· Conclusion paragraph restates the thesis
	· Position/thesis statement is absent or unclear

· Body of the paragraph does not support the writer’s position

· Introduction paragraph does not include a projected plan

· Lack of organization

· Absent/ineffective transitions

· Conclusion is absent or unclear
	 

	Content
	· Uses strong and convincing arguments

· All arguments clearly support the position and show a clear awareness of the audience

· Includes an effective call to action and rebuttal to opposition
· Relevant, telling, quality details and examples (elaboration) develop and support the position

· Fully develops the prompt
	· Uses convincing arguments

· All arguments support the position and show some awareness of the audience

· Includes a call to action and rebuttal

· Includes some details and examples

· Clearly addresses the prompt
	· Uses some convincing arguments

· Most arguments support the position and attempt show some awareness of the audience

· Includes a somewhat effective call to action and rebuttal

· Few details or examples

· Prompt not clearly addressed or developed
	· Uses ineffective arguments

· Information is unclear or does not support the position; awareness of the audience is not shown
· Call to action and rebuttal is absent or ineffective

· Confusing, unclear, or missing details or examples

· Prompt is not addressed
	 

	Style
	· Strong, clear voice; the author has taken the ideas and made them “his/her” own

· Persuasive techniques are effectively used throughout

· A variety of sentence structures are used

· Words are powerful and convincing; writer uses vivid words and phrases throughout the essay.
	· Clear voice; a sense of the author emerges in the writing

· Some different sentence structures are used

· Persuasive techniques are used 

· Words are convincing; writer uses some vivid words and phrases.
	· Some sense of the author emerges in the writing

· Mostly simple sentences

· Persuasive techniques are attempted
· Familiar, but appropriate, words are used
	· Lack of voice; information is mechanical and formulaic

· Fragments, run-ons, and short/choppy sentences are used

· Persuasive techniques are not used or they are ineffective

· Repeated words and phrases and non specific language
	 

	Conventions
	· Consistently follows rules for usage, spelling, and uses complete sentences as appropriate.
· Consistently follows rules for capitalization, punctuation, and paragraphing
· Contains few or no errors
	· Generally follows rules for usage, spelling, and uses complete sentences as appropriate.

· Generally follows rules for capitalization, punctuation, and paragraphing

· Contains some errors but errors are not pervasive
	· Mostly does not follow rules for usage and spelling

· Mostly does not follow rules for capitalization, punctuation, or paragraphing

· Exhibits errors in sentence structure that impede communication

· Errors are pervasive
	 



